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1.Key teaching objectives  

The course aims to achieve the following objectives: 

- Explore the main sociological theories and conceptual tools developed to analyse the relationship 
between society and the environment both locally and globally 

-Analyse the main environmental issues characterizing contemporary society with particular attention to 
the issue of sustainable development and to the topic of the energy transition 

Upon completion of this course students should show: 

-The ability to use the main theoretical paradigms developed by environmental sociology to analyse 
society-nature relationship; 

-Knowledge of the key issues in the field of environmental sociology with particular attention to the issue of 
sustainable development and to the topic of the energy transition 

-The ability to critically discuss environmental issues using the relevant sociological literature 

 

2. Contents 

Overall the topics covered during the 12 hours course will be the following: 

The origins and foundations of environmental sociology (4 hours) 

The debate on sustainable development and sustainable transition (4 hours) 

The energy transition between theories and practices (4 hours) 

 

3.Prerequisites 

None 

 

4. Teaching methods 

The teaching methods of the course involve mainly lectures complemented by class discussions about the 
topics covered or on readings suggested during the course. 

 

5. Students’ Evaluation 

a. Short essay (10/12 pages) on a topic relevant for environmental sociology which will be agreed upon with 
the teacher  

b. Classroom Participation. Students are expected to read the assigned readings and take part in the 
classroom discussion 
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Further readings will be indicated during the course. 

 

 

 

 


